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Course Description: NISIS Masterclass  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Admission requirements 

 
PhD candidates and research master students active in the field of Islamic Studies may apply by 
getting in touch with any of the Junior Council representatives: 

Luca Bruls (l.r.bruls.2@umail.leidenuniv.nl) 
Alon Dar (a.dar@hum.leidenuniv.nl) 
Arash Ghajarjazi (a.ghajarjazi@uu.nl)  

NISIS junior members qualify automatically and do not need to apply for participation. However, 
they are required to register for the Masterclass via nisis.nl. 

In order to gain 1 EC, participants must attend three masterclasses and show active participation 
in the Masterclass. It is possible to earn 4 additional EC by writing a paper and give a 
presentation. Below you’ll find more information.  

 

 

Title The Past and Future of Islamic Studies 
#3: Environmental Studies 

Academic year 2020-2021 
EC 1-5 
Level 600 
Language English 
Keynote Speakers Dr. Elena Burgos Martinez (Leiden 

University), Dr. Fachruddin M. Mangunjaya 
(Universitas Nasional) 

Hosted by Junior Council: Luca Bruls, Alon Dar, Arash 
Ghajarjazi 
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Description 

 
In the past decades, Islamic and Middle Eastern studies have evolved in many ways. We are now 
experiencing a period in this development, in which the thematic, conceptual, and 
methodological boundaries of the discipline have expanded quite far from the orientalist 
zeitgeist of the nineteenth and twentieth century. Not only have academics found ways to break 
down established orientalist tropes, conceptual innovation and technology also improve the 
accessibility of research materials and their variety in geographical scope. Researchers no 
longer limit their methods to philology. They have advanced so far as to include, among others, 
social and media ethnographies, cultural theories and discourse analysis. But it seems that the 
field is still struggling, quite sluggishly to say the least, to stay relevant and up to date in the 
present academic landscape. While the humanities is changing today—innovative research 
methods, themes and concepts are growing and pushing the research vanguards rapidly—
Islamic Studies has remained slow in adapting to the academic demands and ambitions of the 
present. Moreover, this slowness parallels asymmetrically the relevance and importance of 
Islamic cultures to the twenty-first century. Societies, techniques and technologies in the Islamic 
world are no longer things Islamic but materials of global significance. 

In this series of masterclasses, convened by the NISIS Junior Council, we examine and 
interrogate the changing scholarly landscape in Islamic Studies so as to understand its limits and 
potentials. How will research on Islamic traditions and cultures look like in the future? And how 
is it evolving in the present? How do we creatively and critically imagine alternative worlds of 
research and aspire new sets of methods? 

In thinking about the future in and of this discipline, during this masterclass together we explore 
the extent to which scholars in the field have developed new methods and strategies to deal 
with the changing academe and the increasing insecurities and uncertainties that it is inevitably 
involved in. When we speak about the future, we are thinking about ways in which the field can 
be opened up to its outside, be radicalized and transformed, and consequently become more 
adept at dealing with the present. Can the knowledge produced in this discipline be relevant to 
scholars in other fields of the humanities? In imagining how the field could look like in the 
future, can we think of Islamic Studies as an open field capable of making new connections with 
neighboring fields such as religious studies, anthropology, history of science and philosophy as  
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well as remoter fields such as psychology, artistic practices, urban studies and even hard 
sciences? Can we think of this future in such a way that the knowledge produced in Islamic 
Studies would not be a knowledge exclusively about Islam, but a contribution to academic 
knowledge at large? 

In this course participants and speakers venture to respond to these pressing questions with a 
series of lectures and seminar sessions offered by leading experts in the field. Each session 
focuses on a specific theme from the vantage point of the past and the future. Participants will 
be offered two perspectives on the same theme: one is rooted in the scholarly traditions of 
studying the past in Islamic studies, while the other focuses on new methodological/conceptual 
approaches and ways to move beyond the already-experienced towards the un-explored and 
un-thinkable. 

Session #3: Environmental Studies (28 January 2021) 

During this session we zoom in on a number of scholars who have dedicated their work to 
ecological and urban environments. Since the 21st century, scholars dedicate case studies to 
learn about climate change, natural disasters, land use, bioindustry, animals, and environmental 
resources as part of a global economy. Some study the role of ecopolitics in medieval history, 
whereas others look at the way how Muslims adapt their everyday lives to fulfill their hopes and 
deal with the interdependent and stratified realities that affect them. In the lectures we take this 
pressing theme through the lense of history and anthropology to learn about the present day 
environment and the historical trajectories that shape socio-ecological dynamics. 

As per usual, we have invited two speakers to open up the discussions and guide us through 
this emerging research agenda: Dr. Elena Burgos Martinez (LIAS, Leiden University) and Dr. 
Fachruddin M. Mangunjaya (Universitas Nasional). 

The format will be digital, using Zoom as our preferred platform. We begin the sessions with 
two lectures, each half an hour long, followed by questions and discussions of the speaker's 
suggested texts/other materials.  
 
One more session will be organized in 2021. The details for this session will be announced in 
due time.  
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Course objectives 

• Enlarging and deepening the already existing knowledge of Islam and Muslim societies  

• Providing insight and participation in the current academic debate  

• Introducing the candidates to an international network of scholars in the field  

• Creating an academic community in which research in the field of Islam and Muslim 
societies can be optimally pursued  

• Mediating between a new generation of researchers and innovative disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary developments, theoretical and methodological initiatives and 
explorations in the field  

• Training presentation, writing and reflection skills.  

Time Table 

Please make sure to be informed about programme details and updates via our website: 
www.nisis.nl. 

Mode of instruction 

• Lectures 
• Paper (optional) 
• Presentation (optional) 

 

Course load 

 
1 EC (28 hours)   
  

• Actively participate in three masterclasses: 9 hours  
• Read literature (max. 120 pages – 2 articles/chapters per masterclass): 19 hours   
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For an additional 4 ECTS (112 hours)  
  

• Write a paper*: 85 hours  
• Peer review paper**: 15 hours   
• Presentation***: 20 hours   
• Attend Masterclass Presentation Class: 2 hours  

  
*Objectives paper:  
The paper should reflect one of the themes of the masterclasses. It should consist of 3000 words 
and a bibliography with reference to at least 2 articles/chapters that were covered in the 
sessions plus an additional 10 works. If applicable, participants are invited to relate the 
masterclass to their own research and sources.   
  
** Participants are required to peer-review one of their colleagues’ papers. Participants will be 
divided into pairs. Each pair will review each other’s paper and present their feedback after 
the paper presentation.   
  
***Objectives presentation:  
In the presentation, participants should examine one of 
the masterclasses’ themes in 15 minutes. Participants are required to structure their presentation 
as follows:   
 
1. Work with an idea (this could be a methodology/argument/theory) of the theme in question 
that was brought up during the session  
2. A reflection: the shortcomings and/or advantages of this idea  
3. Description of the participant’s case study (this would ideally be the topic of the paper) and 
how it relates to the above.   
4. Discussion/questions  
 
 
Assessment method 

  
The examination of PhD candidates and research master students is based on: 

- attendance of the meeting and participation in the discussion (1 EC) 
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For an additional 4 EC: 
- paper 
- peer review paper 
-  presentation 

 
Reading list 

 
Dien, Mawil Izzi Dien. “Introduction,” In: The Environmental Dimensions of Islam, 11-23. 

Cambridge: The Lutterworth Press, 2000.  
Islam, Md Saidul. “Old Philosophy, New Movement: The Rise of the Islamic Ecological Paradigm 

in the Discourse of Environmentalism.” Nature and Culture 7, no. 1 (2012): 72-94. 

Application 

 
NISIS junior members qualify automatically and do not need to apply for participation. However, 
they are required to register for the Masterclass via nisis.nl. For questions please send an email 
to one of the Junior Council representatives: 

Luca Bruls (l.r.bruls.2@umail.leidenuniv.nl) 
Alon Dar (a.dar@hum.leidenuniv.nl) 
Arash Ghajarjazi (a.ghajarjazi@uu.nl) 
 

Website 

 
www.nisis.nl 


